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LIBRARY CLASSIFICATION 


AN IRONY AND A POINTER 
S. R. RANGANATHAN, M.A., L.T., F.L.A. 
President, Indian Library Association 
Secretary, Madras Library Association 
Librarian, Benares Hindu University 


We. have a library only at the moment when books are served 
exactly and expeditiously to readers by members ofthe staff. Neither 
a mere collection of books, nora group of readers, nor even a corps 
of staff can severally or jointly be called a library except at the 
moments when integration ot all of these three elements takes place 
in the form of service and satisfaction follows to all concerned. 
Several conditions should be fulfilled to bring about such an integration. 
One of these conditions is the arrangement of books in a helpful 
order. To make an order helpful, one must make it filiatory i. e. 
books must be arranged in accordance with the degree of filiation or 
relation between the specific subjects of the several books. This 
implies that specific subjects must be arranged among themselves in 
a filiatory order. 

The Irony 

While elucidating this implication in all its teaches in a tutorial 
hour with the Diploma Class in Library Science—a few-days ago, the 
following irony was enunciated :— 


1. Specific subjects do not fall in a natural order but fall in an 
artificial order if they are arranged by their names in a natural language. 








2. To make Specific Subjects fall in a natural order, they have 
to be arranged by their names in artificial language. 


The artificial language necessitated by this irony is called a Classifi- 
catory Language or simply a Scheme of Classification. It is an artificial 
language of Ordinal Numbers, as it is ordinal numbers that can mechanise 
arrangement in any field. Classification itself is, from this point of view 
a translation of the names of subjects from a natural language into 
the preterred artificial language of ordinal numbers. The artificial 
language too has its own dictionary (called the schedule and the index) 
and its own syntax and morphology (called the Rules of the chosen 
Scheme of Classification). A course in classification means a course 
in the grammar—phonology, morphology, syntax and semasiology—of 
the Classiticatory Language chosen for study. The need for thus 


stepping off from natural language into an artificial one may be ex- 
plained as tollows :— 


Why of the Irony ? 


The moment the order of the alphabet of a natural language 
came to be rigidly fixed, the alphabet acquired an ordinal value and 
it came to be used to mechanise arrangement. Witness arranging the 
names of students of a class the voters of a constituency and many 
other categories by the alphabet. But the ordinal sequence thus secu- 
red had a two-fold element of artificiality in the case of the Roman 
alphabet. The phonemes themselves are arranged by tradition in an 
artificial way. For what isthe filiatory feature of the sequence A, 
B, C,...X, Y,Z? Secondly the process of naming objects, actions and 
ideas had been often artificial and seldom expressive of their tiliatory 
relation. The result is that in an alphabetical arrangement we get such 
non-sensical order as when we use the alphabet of the Sanskritic 
languages, the first artificiality disappears, since the sequence of the 
Sanskrit alphabet is as filiatory as it can be, based as it is on phonetic 
order. But the second artificiality still persists. 


The Pointer 


This makes one examine why even a_ thoroughly organised 
language like Sanskrit is unable to escape the irony. The classificatory 
urge in librarians, which is not a mere professional indulgence but a 
necessity if they are toserve readers exactly and expeditiously, acts 
as a pointer into the circumstances which prevailed at the genesis of 
language—particularly the relation between language and thought. The 
wise members of the Cambridge Philological Society are said to have 
prohibited the discussion of this question by that society. And yet 
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as librarians, the members of my tutorial class were tempted to risk 
a conjecture on this issue and indeed trespass for a while into the field 
of Anthropology. 


Language originated even before the intellect developed 
and ordered thinking became possible. As soon as the _ hairy 
ancestor of man was able to stand erect and walk on two legs alone, 
some glands in his brain got-activated and articulate sound became 
possible. The first use to which it was put was to express the sense 
of wonder which was predominant and certain other emotions in 
succession. These emotions were of the nature of discrete impulses with- 
out much of thought—filiation. Before ordered thinking had evolved, 
the language—the natural language—had been so often used to express 
discrete emotions and equally discrete material needs that it had 
attained a rigidity born out of usage. It was no longer possible to 
break that rigidity and reshape it so as to express and preserve the 
orderliness’ or the filiation of thought automatically and without 
violence to its other requisites. Enough chaos had crept into the rela- 
tion between the order of words and the order of thought, that men 
had to give up in despair any attempt to tidy it up. This is what 


the why of classification points out. 


To put it in other words, language has an element of rigidity 
which thought is free from. As thought progresses and creates and 
brings about new filiatory order, language lags behind in helplessness 
and the chaos gets intensified. In fact, it is a mockery to speak of 
alphabetical order. Itis more appropriate to call it alphabetical scat- 
tering. 


A natural language cannot be created abruptly by a commu- 
nity which has reached an advanced level of thinking. It has had to be 
begun by the primitive man. That is why the advanced man invents 
artificial languages for specific purposes and classificatory language is 
one such invented for the specific purpose of securing ‘and mechanising 
the maintenance of filiatory order among thought elements in general 
and specific subjects in particular. 


The rigidity of language mentioned above relates only to the 
impossibility of parallelising the order of words with that of the fili- 
atory of thought. It does not deny the nimbleness language has in other 
relations like the one with subtlety of thought. 
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Chain Procedure and Subject Headings 


Murari Lat NaGar, SAHITYACHARYA, M.A. (PR.) 
BENARES 


Chain Procedure is one of the most outstanding contributions 
of S. R. Ranganathan to the Library world. It has solved a very 
batfling question in Library Cataloguing. 


Now-a-days more than 90"/) of the questions the catalogue has to 
answer to the reader take the following form :—* What has the Library 
got on a given subject ?” The classified catalogue answer this question 
marvellously. It features all the specific subjects in a most filiatory 
order. It satisfies the reader to the same degree of proportion as the 
classification scheme adopted satisfies the canons of classification. 


But the Dictionary Catalogue tries to achieve the same object 
by means of ‘subject entries’. These are of two kinds ‘Specific subject 
entries’ and ‘See also’ subject entries. This results in a great incon- 


venience to the readers; but the Dictionary Catalogue has no 
alternative. 


We have instances of colossal efforts on the part of cataloguers 
to divine subject headings. The ‘List of Subject Headings’ prepared by 
the Library of Congress as well as the A. L. A. are prcofs of this. 
It was thought formerly—alas ! still it is so thought that the finding out 
of the subject headings was the duty and responsibility of the 
cataloguers. Evidently there is a refusal to believe that a classification 
scheme can ever help the cataloguer at all! But classification can 
and must help, The help can be got by the Chain Procedure. 


In order that the Chain Procedure may guide us to find the 
subject headings, there is need for a_ classiticatory language which 
satisties almost all the canons of classification, especially the canons of 
Hospitality an Array and the chain and the canon of Modulation. It must 
reach the ideal of co-extensiveness. Then alone it will help a cataloguer 
in an ideal way. 

The difficulties and the conflicts, we have been experiencing 
all along these days before we were blessed withthis marvellous method, 


have been enumerated with lucidity by Cutter in his Rules for a 
Dictionary Catalogue. 


The Theory of Library Catalogue (1938) of Ranganathan (pp, 79 to 
113) presents a beautifu! picture, portraying the conflict in the mind of 
Cutter over the problem of subject headings and his self-contradictory 
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rules and_ self-stultifying commentaries.. Cutter is there apparently 
baffled. He takes back with one hand what he gives with another. 
Mann tries to improve upon Cutter. But she fails totally. Here we 
see the struggle in the minds of Cutter & Co. It is proved beyond 
doubt that the problem of subject headings if left to the flair of in- 
dividual cataloguer, will surely make the Library Catalogue a 
hotch-potch. ? 


Chain Procedure is the panacea for all these troubles and conflicts. 
It is a definite, impersonal, mechanical and objective method to find 
out the specific subject headings as well as the all the See also subject 
headings. The Dictionary Catalogue Code (1945) of Ranganathan lays 
down clear and definite rules to deal with all kinds of subject headings. 
Nothing is left to the flair of the individual cataloguer. There is no 
vogueness or ambiguity. 


Let us now examine examples of Chain Procedure. Here is a 
book entitled Quantitative Chemical Analysis. Below are represented 
the class numbers of the book both in Colon as well as Decimal ina 
form of Chains :— 


Colon Chain Decimal Chain 


E =Chemistry 540= Chemistry 


| 


E3 =Analytical Chemistry : 
| 


E34= Quantitative Analysis 545= Quantitative Analysis 


As the term contributed by the last digit of the last effective 
link does not by itself individualise the subject we go up the Chain and 
get the word ‘Chemistry’ for the sub-heading. Thus. 


Quantitive Analysis. Chemistry—Wiull be the specific subject 
heading according to both the Colon and the Decimal Chains. There is 
no conflict between Colon and Decimal so far as the specific subject ts 
concerned. 


But Decimal fails in supplying the Heading for the See also 
reference entries. As all the upper effective links (other than the 
last one) of the chain contribute to the Headings for the See also entries, 
Decimal will contribute only one while Colon will contribute Chemistry, 
See also, Quantitative Analysis in addition to this Analytical Chemistry, 
See also Quantitative Analysis. The Decimal fails to furnish this. The 
real cause of the failure is that it violates the Canon ot Modulation. 
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If we examine critically the arrays of the Decimal we find that 
they are not of the same ‘order. While 543 Analysis’ is the 
array of the first order in actuality, ‘Quantitative and Qualitative 
Analysis’ also are made arrays of the first order. Thus we see that 


Decimal is not so helpful. It is thus seem that a scheme failing in 
classification will surely fail in cataloguing as well. 


The A. L. A. Subject Headings is justified in breaking away from 
Decimal and trying to find some solution of the contlicting problem. 
But it lands itself in another trouble. Ic says. 


‘Quantitative Analysis, see Chemistry, Analysis’. 


It means that for a book of greater intension (more specific) it 
prescribes a subject heading of less inrension (of greater extension 
i.e. more general). In other words for a narrower subject it suggests 
a wider heading. Thus Colon proves to be the ‘Winner of the 
field.’ 


Let ustake another example. The book is Pathology of Cerebral 
Diseases. Here are the chains of Colon as well as Decimal Class 





numbers :— 
Colon Chain Decimal Chain 
L = Medicine (a) 61 = Medicine 
L 7=Nervous System (b) 616 = Diseases 
L71 =Brain (c) 616.8 = Disease of Nervous 
System 
L7121=Cerebrum (d) 616.80758 = Pathology of Ner- 


vous System 





L7121 :4=Diseases of Cerebrum 


L7121:4:4=Pathology of Cere- 
bral Diseases 


First we take the Colon Chain. The last digit of the last effec- 
tive link gives PATHOLOGY for heading. In order to individualise 
it, we take the help of Canon of Context. Thus PATHOLOGY. 
CEREBRUM becomes the Heading for the specific subject. There will 
be five ‘See also’ reference entries with the following Headings :— 
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(1) DISEASES. CEREBRUM (4) NERVOUS SYSTEM 


(2) CEREBRUM (5) MEDICINE 
(3) BRAIN 


The Decimal number of the same book gives NERVOUS SYSTEM. 
PATHOLOGY as the specific subject. This is two wide. This is 
because Decimal is far from the ideal of co-extensiveness, no indivi- 
dualisation is possible in Decimal. Should we repeat that if a scheme 
does not individualise a specific subject and thus fails in classification, 
it will surely betray us in cataloguing as well ? 

The Colon gives PATHOLOGY. CEREBRUM. But the Decimal 
if improved would give these words in name of the specific subject in 
reverse order. Why? It is because ‘Pathology’ has been made a 
‘phase’ by Decimal. But it is in reality a fact. te. a factor quite intrinsic 
to medicine, it is not an outward thing common to many subjects 
which may be attached to it. 


Thus we realize that even if we wish to be guided by a scheme 
like Decimal to arrive at subject headings, our problem will not be 
solved. The A. L. A. is therefore jystified in preparing an exhaustive 
list for subject headings. It professes not to be guided by the Decimal. 
But it is in actuality following it behind the curtain to the extent to 
which it takes it. We wish to stress the point that a classification 
scheme, even if it may be faulty, may be of some help in deriving the 
subject headings. 


The A. L. A. Prescribes the Heading— 


NERVOUS SYSTEM. DISEASES. This corresponds with the 
link marked (c) of the Decimal Chain. 


Here is one more example :— 


Study in Shirley's Comedies. The Colon number gives the follow- ° 
ing Chain :— 


0 = Literature 
0: = English Literature 
0:2 =English Drama 


0:2J69 =Shirley, a Dramatist, born in 1569 


0:2 J69: 9 =Criticism of Shirley 
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The link marked is the last effective link. It is followed by a 
common out division phase. Therefore SHIRLEY. CRITICISM will 


be the specific subject heading for the book. 


If we take the Decimal number we get the following Chain :-— 


8 Literature 

82 = English Literature 
822 = English Drama 
822.3 Elizabethan Drama 


822.39 =Minor Writers 


As the last link is_not specific, the penultimate link will have to be 
taken as the last effective link. Thus ELIZABETHAN DRAMA 
will be the specific subject. It is too extensive’ Moreover, the common 
sub-division phase ‘Criticism’ is also not represented. It is doubly 
wrong. Here also the Decimal fails. 


We turn to the pages of the A. L. A. Subject headings. There 
is no mention of Shirley. How are Xe to find the Heading for the book ? 
We are in utter despair. We turnthe pages at random. By chance 
our eyes fall] on “Shakespeare”. We presume that Shirley may be 
treated likewise. Thus SHIRLEY. CRITICISM will be the heading. 
As the Decimal fails, A. L. A. is justified in breaking away. But in 
cases like this, only those who are the favourities of fortune may get 
at such headings. 


We are now taking the last example. The book is History of 
Trade Unions in Great Britain. Here is the Colon Chain :— 


x = Economics 
| 

x: 9 = 2 of Labour 
| 

x : 96 = e of Trade Unions 
| 

V *:96:3 = e . » in Great Britain 

| 

x :96:3:N = - ae » brought upto 19-—— 
| 

x :96:3:N3 = ‘ i e a « 193— 
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The last two links are false ones. The link marked is the last 
effective link. It gives the following specific subject heading :— 


GREAT BRITAIN. TRADE UNIONS 


If we take the Decimal Chain we get the followtng links :— 


33 = Economics 
} 
331 = Economics of Labour 
331.8 = ret ,. Labouring Classes 
331 88 = i , Trade Unions 
331.880942 = “ esa .» in England 
| 
331.889942083 1 oa » « brought upto 19... 


The link marked is the last effective link because the primary 
phase ends there. Therefore TRADE UNIONS will be the term contribu- 
ted by the last eftective link. In order to individualise it we go down 
the secondary phase of the Chain and get ENGLAND as sub- 
heading. Thus. 


TRADE UNIONS. ENGLAND will be the specfic subject hea- 
ding. As the Geographical facet is here treated by Decimal asa 
phase, England comes afterwards. Thereis no provision for Great 
Britain in Decimal. Thus we will have to be contented only with 
England. 


When we consu!t the A. L. A. Subject headings we find LABOUR 
UNIONS. But the canon of currency will prefer TRADE UNIONS. 
It prescribes 14 See also entries and some of which are redundant. 
It takes the following headings evidently from Decimal. 


ECONOMICS 

LABOUR AND LABOURER 

LABOURING CLASSES 

It omits Great Britain but it has provided for U.S. A. and 
we are expected to follow this model for all countries. Under U.S. A. 
it gives. 

LABOUR. LABOURING CLASSES. U. S. A. But it does 


not give. 
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TRADE UNIONS. U.S. A. 


This is really a shortcoming. Thus it violates the canon of 
Consistency. 


To sum up: Chain Procedure is the panacea for all the troubles 
and ills experienced with regard to subject headings. It puts an end to 
all night-mares felt by cataloguers. It has solved one of the most difficult 
problems in cataloguing practice. 


It is a definite, objective, impersonal and mechanical method 
to deal with subject headings. It pre-supposes a scientific and logical 
scheme of classification which satisfies almost all the canons of 
classification, observes the ideal of co-extensiveness and is able to in- 
dividualise any subject of whatever intension. 


This procedure satisfies the canons of cataloguing as well. The 
Headings derived from this procedure will be ascertainable, consistent 
and definite. They will never differ according to the whims and 
caprices of individual cataloguers and according to the different times 
and climes. 


The touch-me-not attitude of the cataloguers is responsible for 
stagnation and depression in cataloguing practice. We should realize 
as early as possible that there is a symbiosis between cataloguing and 
classification. They are brothers-in-arms. Each helps the other in 
distress. Classification looks towards cataloguing in dealing with multi- 
focal books—subject analytics. Cataloguing aiso in its turn must take the 
help of classification in finding out subject headings. 


Gone are the days when there was no classification scheme worth 
the name which may be relied upon. To-day the world is in possession 
of a classification scheme which 1s abie to redress all the long-felt 
grievances of the cataloguers. 


We will conclude our article with a quotation from S. R. 
Ranganathan, the inventor of the Chain Procedure. 


“The various processes and techniques current in a library have 
now reached a coherence that none of them could be looked upon as 
independent of others. There is an organic division of function between 
classification, catalogue, reference service, open access, shelf arrange- 
ment, and stack-room guides. None of these need any longer delude 
itself that it alone is solicitous for the fulfilment of the Library. Each 
of these must be prepared to share its solicitude with all the others. 
Each should further realize that its own efficiency and the very justi- 
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fication of its individuality depend on flexible co-operation with the 
others based on a holistic view of library organisation. The linking up 
of the subject Index Entries of the Dictionary Catalogue with 
the class numbers of books by Chain Procedure is but one manifes- 


tation of holism.” 


Library Literature in India 
B. N. BANERJI, M.A. 
Librarian, Public Library, Allahabad. 


We are very proud of our ancient civilization, culture and 
literature; but the great pity is that when the history of any of these 
is to be traced one has to depend on foreign literature. Even fora 
proper understanding of the Vedas one has to consult works written by 
Maxmuller, Weber, Macdonell and others. 


Such being the case, it would be really difficult to find any trace 
of library literature in ancient scriptures of India. By mathematical 
solution one may deduce something regarding classification etc. in 
some of the ancient literatures of India but that too, is very vague. By 
reading Kalidas’ Kumarsambhava and Kautilya’s Arthashastra hints on 
classification of books may be found. For a correct knowledge of 
classification as found in ancient Sanskrit works one may read “ Ancient 
view of classification by S. C. Guha in the Kane commemorative 
volume, Poona; 1941, P. 205. 


In spite of the fact that no correct references either to libraries 
or library literature are to be found in ancient works of India, it is a 
matter of great pride that our ancestors did not ignore the science and 
art of classification. The University libraries of Nalanda, Vikramasila, 
Taksasila, Odantapuri and the temple libraries of the various Pithas 
were evidently kept in classified form. Private libraries of hereditary 
Pandits are also found classified. Even to-day we find the manuscripts 
in the possession of these descendants in separate bundles according to 
classes. 


In the modern days of library movement India has nothing to fall 
back upon in the matter of classification and cataloguing. Just like 
for all other sciences and arts, for library science as well, there is no 
other alternative than foreign resources. Onthe basis of the schemes 
in vogue in the west, India had adapted some forms of book classi- 
fication in the latter part of the 19th century and after. The Imperial 
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Library of Calcutta had one of the earliest elaborate adaptations of the 
western systems. Some originality was however shown in Baroda in the 
present century. In 19Ll under the American librarian, Mr. William 


Alaston Borden, the state of Baroda had its first scheme of classification. 
It adopted the 26 letters of the Roman alphabet as notation for the 
main classes. Since then Janardan S. Kudalkar also of the Baroda 
Library Department had his Marathi classification, using the standard 
Indian alphabet instead of the Roman for initial numbers. Afterwards 


Gujerati and other forms were also prepared on similar lines. 


In most libraries outside Braoda, India had been trying to adopt 
or adapt Dewey's Decimal classification in many a place, trying to make 
an experiment at adapting it to Indian requirements. 

It was, however, afterwards found that a mere adoption was 
hardly possible in India. Even secretarial and Governmental libraries 
in the country felt the ditficulty. Experts in India were generally ot 
opinion that we should have rather a special classification which 
could. be standardized in the country. Library Association Stressed upon 
the need and at last the sixth session of the All-India Public Library 
Conference, held in December, 1928 at the Senate Hall of the Calcutta 
University, decided upon devising a scheme of classification suitable for 
Indian Oriental libraries. A committee of experts* was formed, but 
the same had hardly an opportunity to meet. Two of the members, viz., 
(1) S. C. Guha and (8)S R. Ranganathan individually worked out 
independent schemes. Mr. Guha published his scheme, first as a paper 
in volume 9 of the Saraswati Bhawan studies in 1931 and next year in 
book form with an introduction by M. M. Acharya Gopinath Kavira}, 
M.A. Mr. Ranganathan’s scheme was published by the Madras 
Library Association in 1933. The Madras Library Association has 
published abouz fifteen books by S. R. Ranganathan, covering all 
aspects of library economy. The Madras Library Association publishes 
annual bulletins containing valuable contributions by experts. Mr. 
Guha’s scheme has been adopted in some libraries in upper India. This 
Oriental scheme has not gone much out of the boundaries of India, 
but in the country for which it is primarily intended the work has 
been well received, although not extensively tried as yet. One essential 
thing in it is the art of condensation rather than expansion as Prof. P. K 
Gode, an orientalist of repute, in reviewing the work in Oriental 
Literary Digest for July. 1938, has observed. 


* The committee consisted of 14 members, 1. S. C. Guha 2. P K, Mukerj 
3. Labhu Ram 4, Y. V C. Sekhara lyeh 5 A. C. Vidyabhushan 6. A. R. Rao7. T. R. Rao 
8.S. R. Ranganathan 9. N, M. Dutt 10. P.N. Ramna 11. Mohd. Shafi. 12. Y. Ahmad 
13. D. T. Rao. 14, I, V. Ramannayya, vide report appeared in the Indian Library 
Journal, 1929. ’ 
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Mr. Ranganathan's scheme has been successfully tried at the 
Madras University Library, under his own librarianship, and since 
then adopted at several libraries in the Province. 


s That the Colon scheme is “an original kind in classification 
method” has been acknowledged by British experts as W.C.B, 
Sayers. An American authority of the type of Henry. E. Bliss 
in his organisation of knowledge in libraries, 1939, has pronounced it to 
be a svstem “ Well worth study by those who contemplate construc- 


cive developments tn bibliographic classification.” 


Rao Sahib Ranganathan has done a great service to the library 
world by his publications which are uniquein their nature. He is still 
writing books‘and let us hope that in near future we need not depend 
solely on foreign books for Indian libraries. Both Guha and Ranganathan 
have contributed much in various journals on library subjects. 


Very few books on library literature have been written by others 
based on foreign books. Mention may be made of Reference Assistance 
by Fazal Elahiand Children’s Library by Sohan Singh. Library Sudhar 
both in Hindi and Urdu and Library Administration in Urdu have been 
published from Meerut and Delhi respectively. Mr. R. S. Parkhi of 
Poona wrote a general library manual in Marathi fifteen years ago. 
He has also recently written books in English in one of which 
be makes a comparative study of the Decimal and the Colon schemes. 
Mr. K. M. Sivaraman of Madras is another promising author who 
has written a few books and several articles. The Punjab Library 
Association has been publishing the Modern Librarian for a long time 
containing writings from experts. Special numbers of this periodical 


such as, Defence numbers and others are really excellent and should be 


if every library. 


The Indian Library Association has published a Directory and 


is running the Library Bulletin. 


The Bengal Library Association has also been doing some work in 
the library field. One bulletin in two languages is published by 
the Association periodically. Three books have also come out in the 
market. All these are in the Bengali language The one 
Granthakarnama by Pramil Chandra Bose, Assistant Librarian, Calcutta 
University Library is on the basis of Cutter’s Author table. 


The Osmania University has brought out Classification of Urdu, 
Persian and Arabic books. Expanding Dewey's Class number. Some 
other Institutions have also worked out schemes for their own libraries 
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but they are confined to the institutions. Some have expanded Dewey’s 
numbers and some have independent schemes. The Punjab University 
Library have expanded Dewey's numbers for Oriental classification. 
The Public Library Allahabad and many other libraries have indepen- 


dent schemes for Oriental Subjects. 


With the amount of work now being done in the country in the 
field for library literature. it may earnestly be hoped that India will 


not be lacking in this line too in the near future. 


Immediate Need Of The Time 


R. 8S. ParkuHt 
Assistant Librarian, Bai Jerbai Wadia Library 
Fergusson College, Poona 4. 


Citadel of Citizenship 


The great handicap that India is facing now is the most knotty 
problem of removing the appalling illiteracy of the 1. O. P. C. of its 
population. How todrag out 30 crores of masses from this _ hell 
of ignorance ? Thousands of post-war plans that have been put forth 
by thousands experts are a sheer sham as long as they are beyond 
the understanding capacity of the masses at large. The first thing 
that requires to be concentrated upon isto build a strong citadel of 
enlightened citizenship in India and the best way to dothis is arrang- 
ing for an adequate provision for the self-education of the entire popu- 
lation in a free and comfortable atmosphere. 


Popular Education at Public Expense 


The primary duty of the Central, Provincial, and Local Govern- 
ments is to enact laws and open sufficient numbers of free public 
schools and free public libraries on the pattern of the U. S. A. which 
is pioneer and has been leading the whole world in this respect for 


about a century. 


Free public schools and free public libraries are the best suited 
institutions for fostering the principles of democracy and good citizen- 
ship in a society. The former develops the capacity of an individual 
student to play his part in society instead of merely putting him 
through a uniform course of general training and the latter gives equal 
opportunity to everyone to use the books he needs for culture, recre- 
ation or for aid in his daily vocation. This is why popular education 
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at public expense is essential for the welfare of any nation. The 
present day society is rapidly developing new ideals and modifying 
old ones and hence. constant self-instruction in prevalent current 
opinion is necessary for good citizenship and consequently, fer national 
stability. No school course can give this to the adult. The public 
library, whose duty is to possess books and periodicals ona variety 
of subjects is the only institution which is best fitted to give this 
instruction at times and in forms suited to individual needs. 


Essential Requirements 


The council of the British Library Association tn its proposals 
for the Post-war re-organization and development of the Public Library 
Service in great Britain and Northern Ireland have mentioned the , 
following essential requirements ot any system of library service :— 


(a) An adequate service must be available to everyone, irres- 
pective of where he may restde,and must include not only 
reasonable access to appropriate service points, but also 
the right, and the opportunity to draw upon whatever 
wider resources of books and professional services each 


individual may require. 


(6) Every accredited person must be enabled freely to borrow 
books from or consult them in any public library, regard- 
less of his place of residence or employment. No barriers 
to the full and free use of libraries should exist. 


(c) The library service must be so organized and provided that 
it can meet all the legitimate requirements of the commu- 
nity for books and information. Supply must be related 
to actual and potential demands both as to general 
requirements and those arising from particular local cir- 
cumstances. 


(d) Libraries must be controlled by library Committees comp- 
rising of men and women chosen for their interest in 
the service ard their appreciation of its possibilities and 
responsible directly to their local authorities. They 
should not be controlled by Committees charged also with 
the responsibility for other functions, such as education, nor 
by sub-committees of such committees. 


(e) Libraries must be staffed by capable and experienced chief 
: officers with sufficient suitable and qualified asststants. 
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Literary Resources 


In the U. S. A. and Great Britain literary resources are profuse 
and the problem with them is how to select the appropriately useful 
material for individual libraries. But the situation in India is quite 
contrary to that. We are in urgent need of vernacular books dealing 
with hundreds and thousands of current problems and useful for difterent 
grades and types of readers. So, what we want in India is a constantly 
growing flow and free distribution of vernacular literature to any 
individual, irrespective of caste, creed, age or position in society, through 
the agency ot free public libraries. This arrangement will help much 
to cultivate a high standard of civic life and vitalise the cultural and 


social ideals of the people at large. 


The increasing complexity of the Modern World makes it quite 
essential for every citizen to educate himself continuously and tor the 
Government to provide the means for the citizen’s self-education; and 
the public library is an agency evolved to meet this need. 


New Type of Public Library 


The new type of public library was described in 1876 by Dr. 
William F. Poole as follows.— 


“ The public library which we are to consider is established by 
state laws, is supported by local taxation and voluntary gifts, 1s 
managed as a public trust, and every citizen of the city or town wihich 
maintains it has an equal share in its privileges of reference and 
circulation. It is not a library simply for scholars or protessional men... 
but for the whole community——the mechanic, the labouring man, the 
serving-girl, the youth and all who desireto read, whatever their 
rank, intelligence or condition of life. Itis the adjunce and supplement 
of the common-school system. Both are established and maintained on 
the same principles—that general education is essential to the highest 
welfare of any people: and considered simply as a question ot political 
economy, it is better and cheaper in the long run to educate a 
community than to support prisons and reformatories." 


Rao Saheb Ranganathan's Plan 


There are two varieties of public libraries, viz., city libraries and 
rural libraries. The organization and control of city libraries is under 
the jurisdiction of municipalities and that of rural libraries under the 
jurisdiction ot District Boards. In the words of Rao Saheb Ranganathan, 
“ This type is far richer in recreative reading material than the other 
[i.e. (1) School and College libraries, (2) Research libraries. (3) 
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Business libraries, and (4) Special libraries]. It has todo far more 
publicity work and aim at bringing everybody in its area under its 
influence. It has the duty of keeping up the literacy of Mr. Everybody 
and of making hima better man by providing forhis perpetual self- 
education. For this purpose, each unit of this type has to establish 
and maintain branches and delivery stations within a few minutes of 
walk of anybody and everybody in its area. About 5J0 city libraries 
with some 5,000 branches and about 500 District Board libraries 
with some 5,000 branches for semi-urban areas will have to be 


established.” 


Conclusion. 


The wonderful progress made by Russia in the rapid removal 
of illiteracy from 78p.c.to 10 in less than two decades after the last 
war is mainly due to the ingenious Russian Library System—the reading 
huts and the travelling libraries. Will India follow without any 
further delay the admizable examples of the U.S.A., U.K., and 
U.S.S.R. and arrange in the immediate future for a net-work of 
libraries as planned out by Rao Saheb Ranganathan in his indispensa- 
ble pamphlet on ‘National Library System—A Plan for India”? 
It is strongly hoped that the Government of India will take up the 
problem of libraries in hand for serious consideration and will soon 
set up a machinery to establish from public libraries throughout the 


country. 





A TIMELY STUDY ON INDIA 


Nehru, Jawahar Lal, Discovery of India. 
Rajinder Prasad, India Divided. 
Vairanpillai, M.S. Ave we Two Nations ? 


i) 


Moon, Penderel Strangers in Indta, 

Sapru, Sir Tej Bahadur, Constitutional Proposals, 
Coupland, Sir Reginald IJndia-A Re-stdtement. 
Brailsford, N. Henry, Subject India, 

Fisher, Louts. A Week with Gandhi. 


Pneywawn 








India Book League is an Association of men and women who recognise 
the place of books in their daily lives and seek to spread knowledge amongst the people 
of our country. Membership is open to all on payment of a subscription of Rs. 3 
per year for individual members, Rs. 10 for Associations, Institutes, libraries and clubs, 
Rs, 20 for the Booksellers & Publishers. Further information can be had from the 
Secretary, P.O. Forman College, Lahore, (India), 
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Foreign Periodicals 


Strange Things Found in Books.—Mr. Edward Green, 
F.L. A. writes in The Publisher's Circular and Book-sellers Record, 
June 8, 1946. 


“A common and reprehensible habit of sixty years ago, and 
even later, was the turning down of leaves to mark the place of a book 
when reading. With bookmarks now more common this bad practice 
has largely disappeared. Before bookmarks had become common, 
however, all kinds of things were often used for the purpose, and “in 
the course of a long experience with public library readers. 1 have 
found such things as hairpins, tram and bus tickets, receipted bills, 
love letters, and once a Treasury note (quickly claimed). It was just 
a case of using anything that came to hand at the moment. 


Now, however, things are different, and bookmarks are, or 
were, so common that itis no longer necessary either to turn down 
leaves or to use the miscellaneous articles referred to. It is also not- 
able that some present-day markers are either things of beauty or 
utility and they are distinctly capable of presenting a library appeal, 
as some of them already do. But is it really necessary to use book- 
marks at all? In experimenting I have discovered that to note the 
page, and to rely upon menory alone. strengthens the latter, and is 
usually quite effective”. 


Weeding Practices Vary.—In his article published in the 
Library Journal, June 15, 1946. Pp. 895—898 and .urther on P. 997, 


L. Quincy Mumford, Assistant Director, Cleveland Public Library 
suggests :— 


“The types of books which should be weeded are pretty 
generally recognized, but may be enumerated: they fall into two 
classes : (1) Those which should be weeded because of condition and 
(2) those which require weeding because of contents. The first group 
includes books that are worn out, soiled, or infected, not worth re- 
binding, and unreadable editions. There are, of course, degrees of © 
worn out. A book may be too worn for general circulation but if 
its contents are suitable, it may still serve in the Reference Department 
or in a special collection. In the above instances which refer to 
condition it is not very difficult to make the decision about discarding 
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the particular volume, although the question of replacement may well 
arise. This brings us to tthe second class of material to be considered 
for discard-volumes which because of their contents on the library 
clientele should not remain on the shelves.”’ 


(1) “ The most obvious reason for withdrawing a book on account 
of its contents is that it is out of date. What does out of date mean? 
It is not an easy matterto define. It has been described as “a book 
which no longer conforms to the present prevailing ideas of that 
information or presentation”. One can see at once that a book is not 
necessarily out of date because it is not used any more and vice-versa, 
might still be used a great deal though it is out of date”. 


“But it should be kept in mind that every time an out-of-date 
book is borrowed, the library may do the reader a disservice because he 
may draw conclusions or act a@cording to information from the book, 
The result will be a loss of library prestige, for the reader will dis- 
cover that he did not receive what he expected. The average reader 
is inclined to believe or trust information which he finds in the library. 
He has a feeling that the books are selected by an expert. To some 
readers the mere fact that a book is in the library lends authority to it. 
(2) Old editions constitute another group to be weeded. Titles may 
be superseded by newer and better editions, even though the subject 
itself has not advanced; the technique of presentation may be im- 
proved. (3) Very similar is the case of a book superseded by an entirely 
new book, offering the reader more or better material. The new book 
may represent a change in the knowledge of the subject, or an improve- 
ment in its presentation, or both. (4) Books of waning interest are 
familiar to all. They are simply read out, not because of new knowledge 
of the subject, but due to the passing of interest in the type of book 
(5) A changing clientele can, of course, affect weeding policies con- 
siderably. We are all familiar with shifting populations and change of 
interest in a community—sometimes slow and again sudden. Most 
libraries have experienced the effects of defense migration during the 
war, both in respect to people and industry. These categories may not 
be complete but they include most of the types of books which can be 
considered as candidates for removal from the shelves.” 








Libraries Must Help —The capable library is a habit with the thoughtful 
element in the community. Folks from nine to ninety constantly use its materials, 
have used them for years. and think of the library in terms of learning without 
regimentation. Thus libraries emerge as trusted partners of the people in times, 
as today, when they search with special care for the backgrounds of their problems. 
Problems are theirs to be solved. Libraries must help, whatever difficulties the adde 
burden may bring.—Donald Keneth Campbell. “ Libraries and the Post-war World,” in 
Saturday Review of Literature, March 20, 1943. 
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PRIZE RS. 400 


The Population Essay Contest 


A World minded Citizen of New York City has offered Rs. 400 
towards the Population Essay Contest in India. 


Purpose of the Contest: The Essay Contest will help interest 
the population of India in Libraries. It will encourage improvement 
in the education and health of the population. It will humour persons 
that show ability to deal with the problems of population. 

Eligibility of Contestants: Any person within the borders 
of India shall be eligible to enter the Essay Contest. 

Subject of the Essays: The Essays may be written on any 
of the following subjects :— 

1. Population Pressure of the Soviet Union. 

2. Population Policies of ¢Nations with High Population 
Pressure, with particular reference to India. 
Population and Family Planning. 
The Future of Family Planning in India. 
Population and Food Supply in India. 
Is India overpopulated ? 

. Future of Indian Population. 

Qualifications of Winning Essay: The prize-winning essay 
must be more than five thousand words and should be written in English 
on one side of the paper only. Three typed copies should be sub- 
mitted to the undersigned by December Ist, 1946. A copy of the 
Winning Essay shall be sent to the donor with signed permission from 
the winner to publish it in a book of Essays on Population. This 
permit shall not impair any copyright of the Winner. 

Basis of Award: Judges shall grade the Essays under three 
seas 


SIO OH & W 


1. Philosophy, Vision, Thought. 
2. Clearness, Accuracy, Force. 
3. Beauty, Charm, Persuasion. 

Essays shall be given grades from zero to a hundred for each of the 
three tests. The Essay with highest total score will win the Contest. 
Three Hundred is the perfect score. 

Amount of Prize: The Winner shall be Awarded Four 
Hundred Rupees. 

Date of Award: The date of Award is not important but the 


donor likes February 22, 1947. 
SANT RAM BHATIA, 
Editor, The Indian Librarian, 


P.O. Forman College, 
Lahore, (India). 











Indian Librarian 




















Editorial Gorm 


For the first time in India’s history 
an Interim National Government has been 
formed at the Centre. It is a day of 
rejoicing for one and_ all, including 
librarians. For it is an event of great 
importance. Shackles—the centuries old 
shackles—have been broken. The tight 
British grip has been loosened. The night 
which descended upon us in 1857 has been 
lifted. There is dawn of a new era—era of 
freedom, peace and progress. It is the first 
step towards complete independence for 
our people. Our hopes lie in a free, demo- 
cratic India—India to hearten us and the 
dependent people throughout the world. Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru 
We must not falter. If we want to reach our goal of full, unfettered 
freedom and occupy a worthy position, a rightful place in international 
councils, we must forge a united front. One more struggle and we 
shall reach our destination. Free India will soon be a reality. 





Indian Librarians fully share in the new joy of national liberty and 
dignity. They see in the new Government the realization of their 
hopes and aspirations and the achievement of their objective— 
service of the nation, service of mankind. They want to contribute 
their mite in the difficult task of re-building the entire social, econo- 
mic and political structure and of seeing that everyone lives in con- 


tentment and happiness. 
* * * + 


Indian Librarians are particularly happy because the new Govern- 
ment consists of literary giants. They know what the needs of the 
library world are. They know what the lovers of books want. 


The reputed author of the Discovery of India—Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru~who heads this National Government—has a number of 
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books to his credit, which adorn the shelves of every Indian library- 
Glimpses of World History; Collections of Essays; Soviet Russia; Letters 
from a Father to His Daughter ; Whither India ? A Window in Prison and 
Prisonland and Autobiography. He ranks among the greatest of 
our writers. His generous sympathy (as a Socialist) for the underdog, 
his intense desire for social and economic justice to the masses, place 
him high among the great men of the world. 


His writings are par excellence and depict India of to-day, unfold 
our hopes and misgivings, failures and shortcomings. They show us the 
light, lead us to the path of glory and freedom. Next to Gandhiji 
he is probably the best living interpreter of India to the world. No 
one describes the tumultous India of our times better than Pandit Nehru. 
His is a mastermind that inspires us all. 


The great Historian Sir Shafa’at Ahmad Khan, Member for 
Health and Education of the Interim Government, writes with strength 
and sincerity. His skill in presenting India’s history is enviable. In his 
books he has always presented situations and incidents with dramatic 
vividness. Who has not liked his works like, Sources for the history of 
British India in the Seventeenth Century; Indian Federation: an ex- 
position and critical review. East India Trade in the Seventeenth Century 


in the Political and Economic Aspects. 


One of the possessors of one of the finest and most acute minds of 
our generation is Dr. Rajendra Prasad, Member for Food and Agriculture 
of the Interim Government. His recent book India Divided is the last 
word on the ticklish problem of Pakistan. He has placed the case for a 
United India before the bar of public opinion with such wisdom and 
artistic integrity that it is impossible to refute his arguments. The facts 
have been presented with the genius of an astute lawyer. He isa great 
lawyer indeed. It is his profound study—as are his earlier works—which 
written with clarity of thought and a deep earnestness lifts the reader 
to a high plane. The brilliant analysis, elegant and practised exposi- 
tion and penetrating sympathy vouchsafed in his works mark him out 
as one of India’s best writers. 


Rajaji—Mr. C. Rajagopalachari, Member for Industries and Supplies 
of the Interim Government—the cleverest politician in our country isa 
brilliant writer too. Who has not read his works on literature. He is 
a story writer with a record of achievement in the field of politics. 
He tells India’s stories with vividness, warmth and feeling. He is indeed 
a great writer whom the Library World has always admired, His 
works—Vedanta, the basic culture of India; Upanishads for the lay 
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reader and Fatal cart and other stories have exhibited profound 
scholarliness, 


Dr. John Matthai, Member for Finance, though a Scientist, is one of 
the best economists of the country. We are proud of his achievements. 
He gave touches to the Bombay Plan which made it well-known 
throughout the world. The unbiassed judgment he gave on the 
economic repercussions of Pakistan will always guide the nation. 


With such a persounel the Interim Government is sure to 
endear itself to the librarians of India. 

* * és . 

We look towards this Government for the enactment of an 
all-India legislation for the uplift of our brethren librarians who are 
groaning under the heavy weight of social and economic injustice. 
An Indian Librarians Act, on the lines suggested by Rao Saheb 
S. R. Ranganathan, President of the Indian Library Association, is the 
need of the hour. May we appealto the Education Member of the 
Interim Government to introduce a bill in the next Session of the 
Legislative Assembly embodying the provisions given in Ranganathan’s 
Act? Many foreign countries have such public libraries Acts. Why 


not India ? 
* . . * 

In this matter Indian librarians have a duty to perform. [If they 
have any suggestions to make they should write to us, We are 
requesting Rao Saheb to prepare a memorandum on behalf of the 
librarians of India incorporating their demands, and submit the same, 
along with a copy of the Libraries Act prepared by him, to the Educa- 
tion Member for suitable action. We hope he will include the sugges- 
tions made by his co-professionalists. 

a * * om 

The world is marching forward. Organised efforts are being 
made by different parties to get their grievances redressed. The 
U, N.O. has given a lead. International Conferences are order of the 
day. Why should not librarians all over the world have an International 
Organisation of their own ? In this respect we think American librarians 
can lead others. They are progressive and resourceful. We have 
always looked towards them for guidance. We hope they will not 
dsippoint us. India, we assure, will extend her whole-hearted co- 
operation in this matter. Indian Librarians can help in the task of 
cementing relation between librarians and librarians. They can assist 
in the gigantic task of raising the status of librarians and the edifice 
which may be a beaconlight to all. 
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If our suggestion is acceptable tothe American librarians, we 
are prepared to call the first international librarians conference in 
India. Or we are prepared to send our representatives to America 
where the first international conference should be held. We shall be 
pleased to correspond with librarians abroad in this connection. 

* * # * 


Such an international body can prepare a librarians charter 
and bring the librarians and publishers and authors close together, 


* * * * 


Trimbak Dinkar Waknis, B.A. (Hons). 

It is with feelings of great joy and 
honour to the Indian Librarianship that 
we welcome the news of the appointment 
of Mr. Waknis as the Chief Secretary of 
the Baroda State. His promotion from the 
Curator's place to the new eminent post is 
a harbinger of new hopes and dawn of 
encouragement even to the much neglec- 
ted profession of librarianship in India. 
The enlightened State,in honouring him, 
has also honoured the cause of the library 


profession in our land. 


Mr. Waknis was selected as a 
Curator-designate in 1932 and was sent 





abroad to take library training at the 
London School of Librarianship. After Mr T.D. Waknis 


passing the Examination in 1934, with great credit, Mr. Waknis toured 
the Continent visiting librariesin Germany and France, On his way 
back to India he was ordered by His Late Highness to visit America and 
Japan and to familiarise himself with the Library Movement in those 
countries. He assumed charge as Curator of the State Libraries on the 
24th of September, 1934. Since then he had been working as a worthy 
successor to Mr, Dutt with the added knowledge of scientific 
education. His personality is imbued with ‘Library Spirit’ He was 
very popular with the public and the Staff for his democratic manage- 
ment of the Library. Mr. Waknis is a keen sportsman and besides 
yields a good pen and is known for his writings in the literary and the 
library world. Besides his contributions to the various papers and 
periodicals, the following are his popular publications:- 


1. Anatomy of Books, 1935. 2. Travelling Libraries, 1935. 3. 
Scheme of Classification for the Libraries of Baroda, 1935. 4. Foreign 
Libraries, 1937. 5. Souvenir of Baroda Libraries, 1940. 6. Statistical 
Survey of Baroda Libraries,1942. 7. Baroda Libraries, 1943. 8. Books 
Old and New, 1944. 9. Outstanding Books stocked in the Central Library, 
1940—1945, 1946. 10. All India Library Conference, Souvenir of Baroda, 
1946. 
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Mr. Waknis was the Deputy Chairman of the Council of the Indian 
Library Association during the years 1942-1944. 


He served as a member of the Translation Committee of the Baroda 
State and took keen interest in the activities of the Baroda Libraries 
Association and Pustaklalaya Sahayak Sahakari Mandal which are two 
non-official organizations doing excellent work for the upkeap of the 
library movement. 


Mr, Waknis inaugurated the First All-India Book Festival held 
under the auspices of the India Book League from November 13 to 16, 
1945 in Lahore. His address on “ Book Reading Must be Stimulated” was 
very much appreciated by one and all. 


It looks as if his career of usefulness as Curator was barred by efflux 
of time (twelve-year limit) and the State has found him fit for the higher 
office of statecraft and diplomacy. 

The success of the Seventh All-India Library Conference held at 
Baroda in January, 1946, and the wonderful book exhibition, was all due 
to theunremitting energy, promptitude and zealous care bestowed by Mr. 
Waknis. He was responsive to every delegate’s call and spared no pains 
in looking after the creative comforts of one and all, both in and 
outside the camp. The delightful garden party at Ranoli and the exhibi- 
tion of library of congress film organized at the city, were most enjoya- 
ble and profitable, The librarians are indeed gratetul to him for the recep- 
tion accorded tothem. Mr. Waknis, a Fellow of the Library Association, 
is young and has long years of useful service before him. We are sure, 
with his administrative abilities and his knowledge of men and books, he 
will very successfully steer the ship of State entrusted to his care. We 
wish him and his family long life, happiness and prosperity. 

* * * * * 

India today needs special books for children. We draw the 
attention of the authors and publishers to this lacuna in our 
literature. Our libraries are unable to cope with the growing 
demand of children for books, yet more books. Should’ they dis- 
appoint the rising generation in whom all our hopes lie? They are 
the future builders of our society, If we will not equip them well 
now they will be an unbearable burden on the nation. 

The Public Libraries, in this matter, are to be helpful. They 
must have Children’s Section. In fact, the country must have children’s 
own libraries run by sympathetic librarians. We appeal to our 
Psychologists and educationists to make suitable suggestions through 
the columns of this journal, as to what kind of literature the librarians 
should keep for children and how they should get it. We may add 
here that we will be glad to incorporate in our journal the lists of 
children’s books published by Indian publishers. 
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En Passant 


Wisdom of the East.—An interesting article by Mr. Bernard 
I. Palmer F. L. A. Deputy Boro Librarian, Acton, London, published 
in the Library Assistant, May-June, 1946. 


[In his last paragraph Mr. Palmer writes: “If I have 
seemed rather hard in my criticism of these two works (Ranganathan, 
S. R. Classified Catalogue Code, 1945; and Dictionary Catalogue Code, 
1945. Madras Library Association), it is because I believe Ranganathan’s 
position in our professional world to be a secure one. He can 
take the knocks, and I have given the lead to those readers of the 
Assistant who are willing to give them. Get hold of copies of these 
two books somehow, and learn something of Cataloguing from a refresh- 
ingly new angle.” 


A copy of the Library Assistant may be borrowed from the Office 
of the Editor, Indian Librarian, P. Q. Forman College, Lahore, 
(India ). 


Publications on Library Science.—Mr. Wayne M, Hartwell, 
Librarian, United States Information Service, 293 Hornby Road, 
Bombay, reports : 


“In response to numerous requests after the display of American 
Library Science publications at the Baroda Conference, we have pre- 
pared a list of the publications in Library held by the U. S. In- 
formation Library in Bombay and a list of American periodicals received 
by this Library”. 


“These publications are available for consultation in the 
Library, Some of the duplicate copies can be borrowed for short- 
term loans to other Libraries in India. Periodicals can also be 
consulted in the Library but not for loan, the Library is not prepared 
to accept orders of the journals but subscriptions may be placed with 
your local periodical agent or directly with the Publishers”. 


Copies of these lists can be had free of charge from the 
Librarian. 


An American Corner in Bombay.—An article by Wayne 
M. Hartwell, Librarian, U.S. Information Library, published in the 
Library Journal, June 15, 1946 is worth reading. It describes activities 
of the U.S. Information Library. 
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Mr. George Bernard Shaw has presented to the National 
Library in Dublin the manuscripts of four of the five novels which he 
wrote in 1880—82. They are: 


Gashel Byron's Profession. An Unsocial Socialist, Immaturity 
and The Irrational Knot. Included with them is an unnamed, 
unpublished manuscript of 15,000 ‘words, the whole bound in twelve 
large volumes The manuscript of the fifth novel. Love Among the 
Artists, is in the U.S. A. 


More Than Books. Albert J. Rosenberg, visual aids editor 
of the McGraw-Hill Book Company, wrote recently to say that the 
Company has instituted a visual programme. 

“As part of the McGraw-Hill plan. we are preparing ‘visual 
bibliographies’ to accompany many of our text and reference books. 
These bibliographies are correlated chapter-by-chapter, when possible 
with the contents of the books and printed as part of the book. This 
will include films, filmstrips, and other visual aids. 

Some twenty-four books, at the present writing, will carry 
visual bibliographies; those published include Amsden’s Physical 
Chemistry for Pre-Medical Students; Fanning’s Our Oil Resources : 
Smith’s Economics for our Times; Turner's Machine Tool Work: 
Williams’ Building an Engineering Career, and several others 


Special Libraries Association, New York, announces the 
publication of Volume II of “Special Library Resources” in May, 1946. This 
volume, which covers the resources of 843 additional libraries (765 special 
libraries were surveyed in Volume I issued in 1941) continues the series 
Volume III, containing information about 800 more special libraries in 
the United States, and Volume IV, containing the cumulative index for 
the three volumes, will be published in the fall of 1946. 

This volume includes a comprehensive survey of 843 libraries in 
25 states and puts at your disposal over 49 million books, more than 
6 million pamphlets, nearly 2 million magazines, over 17 thousand news- 
papers, and 29 thousand drawers of vertical file material. It locates 
for you over one million maps and charts, better than 6 million photo- 
graphs and pictures, a music collection of more than 270,000 ; 163,597 
patents and 714,403 theses. 

“Special Library Resources” Volume II is arranged geographically 
with organization and subject indexes. It is planographed in a limited 
edition. Sold only as a set with Volumes III and IV, 644 pages 1946, 

The Newspaper ; its Making and its meaning (N. Y. Scribner, 
1945 Pp. 201 Rs. 10) is made up of addresses given by editors and staff 
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members of the New York Times before the New York public school 
teachers in the spring of 1945 under the auspices of the N. Y. City Board 
ot Education, It covers every phase of modern Journalism and is essen- 
tial for young people interested in newspaper work as a Career. 


Mr. G. L. Gulati, Librarian of the Library of the Central Advisory 
Board of Education, Government of India and New Delhi, has issued a list 
of new additions, January to March, 1946. The list contains about 160 
volumes on topics such as General Knowledge, Psycho-Analysis, Child 
Psychology, Social Psychology, Economics, Criminology, Education, School 
Buildings, Hygene, Curriculum Religious Education, Science, Useful and 
Fine Arts, Geography, Travels. Biography. Regarding the rules and 
borrowing of books, please enquire from the librarian. 
“The Shiksha Sudha”. 


A monthly journal in Hindi published from Benares is issuing a 
special number on “Library Science’. Enquiries may be addressed to 
Shastri Murari Lal Nagar, Government High School, Mirzapur. 


The Hindu University Library, Benares has introduced the 
Ticket-card system of issuing as the Newark System originally in 
vogue was found to be too slow and cumbersome to meet the large 
turn-over. The numbering of the member’s tickets is now made on 
anew functional -tasis which humanises reference service and effec- 
tively helps in the detection of violation of the Rules of the library. 


On Colon System, D. A. V. College Library, Srinagar is being 
organized on Colon System by Pt. Prithvi Nath Kaula, who has passed the 
Diploma course in Librarianship from the’ Hindu University Library, 
Benares inthe year 1945. While under training Pt. Kaula contributed 
three useful technical papers on cataloguing of which the titles are given 
below to the Seventh All-India Library Conference held in Baroda in 
January, 1946. 


1. Why Catalogue ? 2. Dictionary Catalogue vs Classified Cata- 
logue. 3. Symbiosis between Catalogue and Classification: Chain 
Procedure. 


Devastated Libraries. The American Book Center, which is 
the outcome of a Joint Committee of the Council of National Library 
Associations in this country, is now operating on a $ 100,000 budget and 
is collecting scholarly and technical material to be shipped to the 
devastated libraries abroad. Only material for the social, economic and 
industrial rehabiliation of these countries is being requested. Quantities of 
donated material for shipping are now being received and partial ship- 
ments to some countries are already on their way. Details of this 
campaign may be had from the American Book Center for War 
Devastated Libraries, c/o Library of Congress, Washington, D. C. 
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The Book-Shelf 


Conducted by A. C. Bhatia 


None Shall Live' 


Mr. Rao tells the story of India in transition with passion. 
The picture he has drawn of our social injustice leaves a lasting 
impression on the mind of the reader. The heroic struggle of a widow 
against all odds and the wrath she took on the society are depicted 
in a beautiful manner. The characters of Sarathy, Meena, Vidya are 
woven with the wisdom of an artist. The contrast between the 
philosophising “‘oldish men” and the “go ahead” young reformers is 
made with a spirit which must be appreciated by the reader. A “vision 
of lite” takes the writer to heights. The theme is grimly topical 
and the whole novel of absorbing interest. 


Indian Fairy Tales’ 


India is known for its fairy tales and folk-lores. The author 
has chosen fairy tales and chosen well. This excellent selection 
of the stories of our ““Kings and Queens,” ‘‘Goddesses,* “Merchants” 
and “‘Sculptors” is sure to appeal to the young reader. The narration 
is made in a very interesting manner. 


Human Nature’ 


The complicated human nature has been examined by Mr. Arthur 
Robson in this book. It is deeply concerned with the inner workings 
ot our minds—our piety, laughter and tears, joy and Jove and God, 
fear, pleasure and pain, and breath of life; the wheel of Karma is 
given its rightful place and the theory of transmutation unfolded. 
The position Dharma occupies in our lives has been explained with 
wisdom. Clarity of thought is visible throughout. The psychological 
trends have been critically examined in the light of our scriptures. 
The book is highly entertaining and thought- provoking. 


Who Killed Emily Dimmock‘ 


Those who have read something about the Camden Town 
Murder Trial will certainly enjoy this book. The trial proved the 











1. None shall live, by K. R. Rao. Rajkot :Kitabghar Pp. 216. Rs. 4/12. 

2. Indian Fairy Tales, by Nagardas Patel. Rajkot: Kitabghar. 1944, Pp. 124 
Rs, 5 

3. Human Nature, by Arthur Robson, Adyar, Madras: The Theosophical 
Publishing House. Pp. 352. Rs. 3/12/-, 

4, Who Killed Emily Dimmock, by David Naphtali, Allahabad: Kitabistan, 
Pp. 237, Rs. 4/8/-. 
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innocence of Wood and stressed the advisability of calling prisoners 
in their own defence. “But who killed Emily Dimmock” ? Marshall 
Hall, the reputed lawyer was given the answer after the trial when 
he met a small happy man: “I owe it all to you”. The story is gripping 
though the style is bit heavy. 


An Anthology’ 


Who has not been inspired by the stimulating writings of the great 
Russian writer—Gorky ? The collection of his writings made in this 
book is both representative and judicious. We see in it Gorky—the story- 
writer, the critic, the literator. Gorky has been shown here as a great 
teacher, a thinker giving constructive proposals to the world, a master- 
mind who understood our shortcomings, apathy and letharginess. This 
book is surely an incitement to deep thinking. The capable editor has 
skillfully retained the substance, the spirit andthe action which Gorky 
kept incessantly in his writings in Russian. We recommend this 
praiseworthy effort to all Indian readers. It is a welcome addition to the 
English literature. 


I Cannot Die’ 


This is the story of Bengal hit by the recent great famine. It is 
shown how the “ poor wretches"’, “ poor rats” died on the streets while 
the “rulers " lived a luxurious life, the hospitals refused to admit 
orphaned boys and diseased people and women went abegging. It 
is a Moving account of the devastation caused by the famine and the 
utter indifference of the foreign administrations towards the tragedy. 


Teaching of Bnglish’ 


In this book Mr. Shyamnandan Sahaya discusses a subject that 
has acquired much importance during recent years—the problem of 
the deterioration in the standard of teaching English in High Schools. 
His analysis is based on the results of the investigations of a conference 
of teachers and lecturers in schools and colleges affiliated to the 
Patna University, as well as the outcome of his own experience as 
a teacher and lecturer. He has been able to lay his finger on the week 
spots of our system in avery able manner. Mr. Sahaya attributes the 
deterioration to “the flux of poor quality of pupils, the existence of 


1. An Anthology by Maxim Gorky, Bombay: Kutub Publishers, Pp. 244. Rs. 6/8. 


2 I Cannot Die: A story of Bengal by Krishan Chander, translated by Khawaja 
Ahmad Abbas, Bombay : Kutub Publishers. Pp.52. 1945. Rs. 2-4. 


3. The Teaching of English in Our High Schools by Shyamnandan Sahaya, Patna : 
malaya Publications. Pp, 94. Rs. 2. 
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ill-equipped and inefficient teachers, an imperfect realization of the 
aims of teaching; defective methods, vitiated by certain erroneous 
assumptions, and the indigenous methods of teaching the vernaculars, 
the multiplication of a great number of weak and ill-equipped schools 
and above all, the tyranny of examinations, particularly the Matricula- 
tion Examination.” 


After having analysed the causes of the deterioration, the 
author gives some very valuable and at the same time very practical 
suggestions for remedying these defects. He proposes the adoption 
of various playmethods and playway devices, of the assignmént 
system, the better and intensive training of teachers, and an improve- 
ment of their economic condition as well as social status. 


Written in a lucid style, this book is a distinct contribution 
to educational thought in India to-day. It must be in the hands ot 
every teacher and lecturer in English, and needs to be closely studied 
by administrators and inspectors of schools for it is full of valuable 
suggestions for improvement in the standards of teaching English 
in India. 


—B. D. B. 


NECROLOGY 





RAJA KRISHNA 1889—1946 


Proprietor of the Firm of Messrs, Rama Krishna & Sons, Book- 
seliers, Lahore, died in Mussoorie on September 19, 1946. He was 
the only bookseller in Northern India whose special interest was a 
collection of rare and out of print books on Ancient Indian History 
and Religion. The late Mr. Raja Krishna was responsible for building 
the present spacious premises and inculceting love of books amongst 
the Punjabees. He was a qualified librarian, an active member of the 
local library association, very social and helpful to all those who came 
4o his shop in quest of knowledge. Lahore is sure to miss him badly, 


In his death they have lost a man of integrity and character. 
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Out of Bitterness’ 


It is a gripping novel describing the story otf Indians’ trek from 
Burma to India after the fall of Rangoon. Japanese atrocities, Indian 
Government's remissness in duty and callousness towards the sons 
of the soil, “March of death,” our agony and despise caused by foreign 
domination—all have been told in a forceful language. The high 
character of Neeta, her days of romance and abandonment and 
Pramode’s volte face have been woven beautifully by the writer. 


At two places Mr. Sharma’s story weakens. Once when he 
introduces Japanese Officers during the trek as benevolent enemy 
with indifferent attitude and on the second occasion when he allows 
Neeta’s husband to meet her, both as accused, in the same 
jail to nurse her as she is to give birth to a child. 

Chinese Women and Freedom‘ 


The heroic part played by Chinese women is as great as that 
played by women in any other country. Indian women can certainly 
emulate their example. Anil de Silva’s contribution is indeed great, 
as it helps to cement ties between women in our country, with those 
of women in China. The movement for women’s emancipation from the 
tall of the Manchur Regime to Chiang’s have fight against Japanese is 


worth studying. We find the story of woman's role in day-to-day’'s 
struggle for freedom absorbing and interesting. 


Demonstrating the People’s Wil! 


The Indian people, in the words of Maulana Azad, have demons- 
trated during the last three years that the flame of freedom can’t be 
put out. Thatis also the lesson of history which the author, in a 
beautiful manner, reminds us. Churchill's dream of crushing Gandhism 
was shattered. The “Quit Indian” cry stirred many a dry bone and 
unnerved many a foreigner. How the preparation for it was made 
is described in these pages. 

Some Non-Political Achievement of the Congress‘ 


This is really a very well written pamphlet by one who is known 
for his sagacity and scholarism. The author has dealt with the social 





1. Out of Bitterness by R.S. Sharma. Allahabad: Kitabmahal 
1946, Pp. 128 Rs, 2/8. 

2. Chinese Women and Freedom, by Anil de Silva. Bombay: Kutub Publishers. 
1945, Pp. 117. Rs, 2/12. 

3. Demonstrating the people's will, by Sam M. Neksut Khan, Foreword by B.G. Kher. 
Bombay :—Hamara Hindostan Publications, 1946, Pp. 24. As, 6. 

4. Some Non-Political Achievements of the Congress, by Dr. H. C. Mookerjee. 
Foreword by B. G. Kher, Bombay: Hamara Hindostan Publications, 1946. 

Pp. 30. As. 8. 
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and economic fields and tried to assess the value of the work done 
by the Congress there. He attributes the country's industrial advance, 
awakening amongst women, village uplift, revival of Cottage industries, 
educational progress, transformation of national character, love for 
unity against heavy odds of the Congress untiring and unselfish efforts. 
Only biassed-minded people will be oblivious of this fact. We only 
will make one exception: in the industrial field, the Congress contribution 
is not great. The Gandhian economy retards the progress. 


Proceedings of the Indian Academy of Sciences, Bangalore. 


We strongly recommend the volumes of the Proceedings of the 
Indian Academy of Sciences to the Science students and research 
scholars in different Universities and concerns. Full of invaluable 
information about the results of the latest research works done in the 
field of science they are sure to be of incalculable benefit to the readers. 
Scientists drawn from various Universities and Institutions are the main 
contributors. The articles are of very high standard and are highly 
informative and written with exceptional scholarliness. 


Practically all the University Professors and Research scholars 
indifferent Science Institutes are co-operating to make these proceed- 
ings tremendously beneficial to the world of Science. A perusal of them 
convinces one that India is not lagging behind other countries in research 
work in various sciences. The Academy of Sciences is India’s real pride, 
for its work is recognised by scientists all over the world. The monthly 
proceedings issued by it are sure to command a very wide circle of 
readers in India and abroad. 


Proceedings of the Indian Academy of Sciences. Bangalore, Section A and 
Section B. 1946, Price Rs. 20r3Sh.each Annual Subscription Rs, 18. 





Scientific and Technical Books 


With the December Number there will be a 
Special Supplement on Scientific and Technical Books 
Published during the years 1945-46, 


The subjects includes :— 


Agriculture and rural economy, Atomic theory, 

Biochemistry, Botany, Catalysis, Chemical Engineering, 

Cosmic rays, Dyes and Dyeing, Electrical Engineering, 

Food, Geology, Glass, Heat Engines, Hygiene. 

Microphotography, Oils and Fats Petroleum. 

Radio, Television, Textile fibers, Ultra-voilet rays, Veterinary Medicine. 
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BOOKS RECOMMENDED 
Fiction. 


Out of Bitterness, by R. S. Sharma. Allahabad : Kitabmahal, 1946. 

None shall live, by K. R. Rao.—Rajkot : Kitabghar. 

Indian Fairy Tales. by Nagardas Patel.—Rajkot: Kitabghar. 

Who Killed Emily Dimmock, by David Naphtali.—Allahabad : 
Kitabistan. 

Romance in Sacred lore, by D. N. Bhagwat.—Allahabad : 
Kitabmahal, 1946. 

Miss Harriet and other stories, by Guy De Maupassant.—Calcutta: 
Susil Gupta. 

Religion. 

Sanatana—Dharma—an advanced text-book of Hindu Religion and 
ethics. Adyar, Madras: Theosophical Publishing House. 
Sanatana—Dharma—an elementary text-book of Hindu Religion 

and ethics. Adyar, Madras: Theosophical Publishing House. 

Sanatana—Dharma Catechism. Adyar Madras: Theosophical 
Publishing House. 

Human Nature, by Arthur Robson, Adyar, Madras: Theoso- 
phical Publishing House. 

Sri Ramakrishna and his mission, by Swami Ramakrishnanda 
Mylapore, Madras: Sri Ramkrishna Math. 

Eternal Companion, spiritual teachings of Swami Brahmananda, 
by Swami Prabhavananda, Myalpore, Madras: Sri 
Ramakrishna Math. 

Eternal Companion, spiritual teachings of Swami Brahmananda, 
by Swami Prabhaynanda, Myalpore, Madras: Sri Rama- 

krishna Math. 

Thus Spake Vivekananda, Mylapore, Madras: Sri Ramakrishna 
Math. 


Current Best Sellers. 

The Moral Challenge of Gandhi, by Dorthy Hogg. —Allahabad : 
Kitabmahal 

India: A Plea for understanding by Dorthy Hogg.—Allahabad : 
Kitabmahal. 

Challenge to Women, by Amrit Kaur.—Allahabad : New literature. 

Azadi Kis Kimat Par ? by Cyril Modak. (In Hindi).—Allahabad : 
New Literature. 

Are We Two Nations ?—Nationalities in Indian Politics. 

by Dr. M. S. Vairanpillai. 
Librarian’s Reading 

The Decimal and Colon Classification, by R. S. Parkhi.— Poona : 
N. K. Publishing House. 

Reference Service in Libraries, by R. S. Parkhi.—Poona: 
N. K. Publishing House, 

Reference Assistance to Indian Readers, by Fazal Elahi, 

Elements of Library Classification, by S. R. Ranganathan. 
Poona: N. K. Publishing House. 

Classification of Marathi Literature, by S. R. Ranganathan.— 
Poona: N. K, Publishing House. 

National Library System—A Plan for India, by S. R. Ranganthan. 
Lahore: Indian Librarian. 


Education. 
The Teaching of English in our High Schools, by 
Shyamnandan Sahaya.—Patna: Himalaya Publications. 
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TO NEW READERS & LIBRARIANS 
June, 1946. Vol. 1, No. 1 


Contained :—Library Literature in Future India, by S. R. 

Ranganathan; Books for the Young, by Shyamnandan Sahaya ; Book 

by A. K. Ohdedar, 

M. L. Nagar; All-India Library Conference, Baroda, by 

Sant Ram Bhatia; India’s Need for A National Library , Indian Pub- 
lishers, Library Radio Programmes; News & Reviews. 


Nationalisation of Library 


By Renewing or ordering your subscription Now you will 

have access promptly to the important material appearing 

in each issue and also escape the danger of being unable to 
obtain back numbers which you may particularly desire. 


SUBSCRIPTION RS. 7/- A YEAR—FOREIGN $ 3.00 OR 15 SH. 
Communications & Subscriptions may kindly be addressed to the Editor : 


INDIAN LIBRARIAN 
P,O, FORMAN COLLEGE—LAHORE, (India), 








Library Work an Opportunity | 


Training by Correspondence 
(60 Lessons) 


To meet needs of teachers who 
are called upon to administer 
School & College Libraries. 

To assist workers in College, 
School, & Public Libraries who 
have not had formal library training 


Courses in.—Book Selection and 
Evaluation Classification, Catalogu- 
ing and Subject Headings, 
Reference and Subject Biblio- 
graphy, History of Books and 
Libraries, Children’s and Young 
people’s literature, Library Public 
Relations. 


The School is conducted by the 
Director and a corps of Instruc- 
tors, all of whom are actively 
engaged in Library work. 


Purpose : 


For further information write to The Director, 


Correspondence School of Librarianship 


NATIONAL LIBRARY BUREAU 


P. B. 10 The Mall, Lahore. 





FREE 


To Fifty Libraries who send Four 
Annas for postage only. 
THE ADVERTISER BARODA 


India’s leading publicity monthly 
published regularly tor the last 
25 years will be given Free for 


one year from the gift of a 
charitably disposed reader of 
The Adveriiser Baroda 


THE ADVERTISER BARODA 
Advertisement Rates per Issue 
One Column ... Rs. 12/- 
Half Column ... Rs, 7/ 
Quarter Column... Rs. 3/8 


Single Column Inch Rs. 2/- 


Payable with the Advertisement 
copy either cashor by Advertised 
articles of the full value in advance, 


PUBLISHERS : 


JAIDEVA BROS., BARODA 








Please Mention the Indian Librarians, when Answering Advertisements 


Printed a the Allied Press, The Mall, Lahore by Sant Ram Bhatia, and published by him 
from 14, Ashok Street, Krishen Nagar, Lahore, (India). 














INDISPENSABLE PUBLICATIONS FOR COLLECE STUDENTS 


New Intermediate Psychology. By Prof.G.S. Puree, M.A, at oo» oe 
College Geography Made Easy. (Questions and Answers). By 

Prof. A. N. Kapur—:Physical Basis of Geography: Major Natural Regions 

of the World. Economic Geography *of the World, (With special reference 

to India ) al oD. ies om (2nd Edition 1945) 4.8 
New Intermediate Economics. By Profs. B, M. Bhatia & 


R. L. Sabharwal, one ese ‘ (2nd Edition 1945) 6.0 
New Intermediate Algebra. By Prof. S. D. Puri 2.4 
New Intermediate Pure Solid Geometry. By Prof. Bansi-Lal(¢4th Fdition 1946) 1.0 


New Intermediate Plane Trigonometry. By Prof. Bansi Lal. 
(2nd Edition 1945) 3. 
4 


Differential Calculus with Elementary Integrations. By Prof. 
S. N, Das Gupta (10th Edition 1945) 


New Intermediate Co-ordinate Geometry. By Prof. Bansi_ Lal 


(4th Edition 1945) 3.4 
Intermediate Physics. By Dr. G. L. Datta,M.A., Ph. D. (10th Edition 1946) 10.8 
New Intermediate Practical Physics. By Prof. D. N. 

Vasudeva & R. N. Bali (2nd Edition 1945) 40 
Numerical Examples in Physics. By Prof. A N. Puri (3rd Edition 1945) 38 
Systematic Inorganic Chemistry. By Profs. Niranjan 

Singh & Jagindar Singh (10th Edition 1946) 6.8 
Elementary Organic Chemistry. By Profs. Mahan 

Singh & Ram Singh (4th Edition 1946) 58 
New Intermediate Organic Chemistry. By Prof. 

M. R. Sood (3rd Edition 1946) 50 
Systematic Organic Chemistry. Bv Prof. Jagindar Singh (4th Edition 1946) 58 
Introduction to Organic Chemistry. By Prof. Jagindar 

Singh (For U. P. & Rajputana Board etc.,) (4th Edition 1944) 3.8 
Elementary Organic Chemistry. By Prof Jagindar Singh 

(For Students of Bombay University) (3rd Edition 1946) 4.0 
Intermediate Practical Chemistry. By Principal Niranjan 

Singh & Prof. Jagindar Singh (6th Edition 1946) 4.0 


Systematic Chemical Calculations. By Prof. A. N. Gupta. M. Sc.. 
(2nd Edition 1946) 110 
New Intermediate Botany. (Jn two parts):— 
Part I—Bv Profs. Charan Singh, Tiwan Singh & H.C. Dass (5th Edition 1945) 4.8 
Part IT.—By Profs, M. C, Sethi, G. R. Kohli & C. L. Sahney (4th Edition 1945) 5.4 
New Intermediate Zoology. Py Profs. D, Bhatia, M. Sc,, Ph. D. 
& P.L. Anand, M, Sc.. Ph. D. (3rd Edition 1945) 8.8 
Text-Book of Modern Inorganic Chemistry. By Prof. Jagindar Singh 
(4th Edition 1946) 10.8 
Text-Book of Modern Organic Chemistry. By Prof Jagindar Singh. 
With an Introduction by Bawa Kartar Singh, M. A., Sc .D. (Cantab). Sc. D. 
(Dublin F.1I.C,, Head of the Department of Chemistry. Allahabad 


( University) (7th Edition 1946) 10.8 
Introduction to Modern Physical Chemistry. By Princinal Niranjan 

Singh & Prof. Jagindar Singh (3rd Edition 1944) 6.4 
Senior Practical Chemistry for B. Sc. Students. By Principal Niranjan 

Singh and Prof. Jagindar Singh (Edition 1946) 4.0 
Senior Practical Physics for B. Sc. Students. By Profs. R.N Bali 

and Wattan Singh (2nd Edition 1945) 4.0 
Properties of Matter. By Prof. R.N. Bali (2nd Edition 1945) 3.12 


Principles of Heat. By Prof. Harnam Singh ia 
Text-Book of Sound. By Profs. D. R. Khanna and R. S. Bedi (Edition 1946) 4.8 
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